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History of CC Sales 

 C C Sales started as 4 separate family cattle auctioneering 
entities, which each started operations in different 
geographical regions of Zimbabwe, form the turn of the 
century, covering Mashonaland, Manicaland, 
Midlands/Masvingo and Matabeleland.  Their core business 
involved, in the first place, the sale of live cattle in the 
commercial farming sector and to a lesser degree the 
communal sector.

 The Tunmer family history started as auctioneers in Durban, 
Kwazulu Natal in the 1880’s and operated from the centre of 
the city selling vegetable and furniture/equipment.



History of CC Sales Cont. 

 In the early 1900’s GBP Tunmer (founder of the business) ventured up 

from Durban to Chivhu (then Enkeldoorn) and opened the first cattle 

sale pen under his new company GBP Tunmer & Son and held 

monthly sales as well as auctions of general goods.  He relocated to 

Gweru where he also held cattle auctions and general goods.  He 

opened a number of sale pens in the Midlands.

 His son Ian joined the business in 1950 and immediately set out to 

grow the business further and proved a most dynamic businessman 

and auctioneer.  The company became the biggest cattle auction 

business in the country with sales in Gweru regularly holding 1500 to 

2000 head per sale.



History of CC Sales Cont. 

 The family owned auctioneering companies which were in 
competition with each other until the early 1970’s when the 
newly formed Cattle Co-Op acquired H Shapiro & Co along with 
its other livestock divisions such as ABC AI Services, (important 
of semen for both dairy and beef breeds) and Dana B 
commercial feedlot.

 The two Midlands family businesses Tunmer & Son and 
Midlands Auctioneers merged to join the Cattle Co-Op much 
later in 1975.  This was spearheaded by Ian Tunmer, Ben 
Kirstein and Jack Teichmann.  Richard Tunmer joined his father 
Ian in 1975 and was at the helm from 1988 until 2003.



History of CC Sales Cont. 

 Cattle Co-Op having bought up the remaining family owned 
businesses gained control of the live marketing of cattle in 
Zimbabwe.  They grew the number of commercial sale pens to 
over 40 stretching from the L & E in the South to Karoi in the 
north and Mutare in the west.  JS Holland was acquired in 1996.  
Many weaner production sales were conducted and the 
Company became known as the best at dairy dispersal sales as 
well as leaders in the sale of pedigree cattle.  Up until 2000 the 
Company averaged over 30 sales per month and peaked at 55 
sales in September, which was the height of the bull selling 
season.  The Company also expanded the sale of farm 
equipment, vehicles and conducted many industrial dispersal 
sales.  There was a well known and busy farm sale/valuations 
dept in the organization and experts in cattle genetics.





Livestock Sales in 

Matabeleland North and 

South 2010 – June 2022



January February March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec

Head 1085 1989 1791 1115 1995 2793 1977 1382 446 265 476 551

Per Head 529 521 514 676 505 515 478 423 526 559 660 596
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January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 793 1236 1812 815 750 1467 1117 1156 1176 1327 1333 856

Per Head 655 656 668 571 572 577 569 593 584 723 675 678
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2012

January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 1214 1761 1732 1534 2066 1866 2388 1879 1129 1420 842 552

Per Head 680 591 541 564 541 579 559 586 549 600 717 720
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2013

January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 1359 1797 2225 1547 2159 2181 1805 2117 1368 1519 1438 978

Per Head 649 677 640 613 563 554 514 520 525 557 651 650
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January February March April May June July August
Septembe

r
October November December

Head 1909 1881 2119 1681 1666 1849 2449 2312 1370 1979 1494 1432

Per Head 612 609 562 612 619 594 557 534 581 666 653 698
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January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 1254 1762 2330 646 252 578 710 740 686 707 669 521

Per Head 791 729 573 617 544 575 546 510 487 668 569 494
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January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 653 917 709 1238 979 1276 828 920 702 1038 827 422

Per Head 418 466 463 526 436 443 403 432 478 569 487 554
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January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 841 1613 1296 527 993 1076 847 1243 915 882 1416 1035

Per Head 478 472 498 674 531 525 508 626 848 953 710 807
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January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 1091 498 867 1246 968 1193 1054 1812 1394 990 1092 375

Per Head 598 600 667 682 633 661 688 693 796 960 950 725

1091

498

867

1246

968

1193

1054

1812

1394

990

1092

375

598 600
667 682

633 661 688 693

796

960 950

725

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

1800

2000

2200

2400

2600

2800

2018



January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 337 780 1309 1254 719 548 1499 586 502 701 618 287

Per Head 755 660 473 574 233 293 311 283 552 649 459 430
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January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 864 709 480 0 519 365 383 591 715 571 623 804

Per Head 392 345 563 0 231 347 412 393 423.42 734.56 638.37 938.86
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January February March April May June July August September October November December

Heads 329 212 891 953 584 602 475 412 312 350 570 396

Per Head 421 445 465 445 416 333 385 289 962 890 505 534
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2022

January February March April May June July August September October November December

Head 388 433 448 389 391 210

Per Head 466 539 439 434 441 523
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Head 15,865 13,838 18,383 20,493 22,141 11,001 10,509 12,684 12,580 9,140 6,624 6,086
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Per Head 542 635 602 593 608 592 472 568 660 445 335 414
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Livestock Auctioneering in 

Zimbabwe 

In Zimbabwe cattle are mainly marketed through abattoirs and auctions. 



Factors Influencing Livestock Auctions in 

Zimbabwe

 - location of sale pen

 - infrastructure

 - Foot and Mouth Disease/Theileriosis etc. 

 - climatic conditions

 - Natural Farming Regions and carrying capacity 

 - economics 

 - access to finance/loans, cash security 

 - size of operation (commercial, communal, A1, A2)

 - Lot Size (weight, age/teeth, breed, colour, condition,   
sex)

 - number of buyers, regularity of buyers 

 - marketing



The Future of Livestock Auctioneering -

Online Auctioneering


